
Begin with a paper that is twice as high plus 
1/4 inch than it is wide.  Fold and unfold a 1/4 
inch flap on the top, short edge. 

Fold in half, narrow.
Snip off corners of 
flaps.  

Unfold paper. Fold down flaps and 
forget about them for awhile. 

Fold the paper into the shape of an M.  Do this
by first folding paper in half, short edge to 
short edge, then folding down top layer to 
the bottom edge.  

Next, flip the paper over and 
fold down tall side down to the 
bottom edge 

Fully unfold everything,
including the flaps.

Fold the paper in half, 
narrow, which means 
fold long side to 
long side. You will see four 
squares defined by creases. 
The fold should be at the top.

Fold first square 
diagonally in half from 
its top left corner. 
Be sure to make 
sharp folds, or the last
step will be a nightmare.

Fold next square
in half from its
top left corner...

...continue in this manner with the
next two squares, then, 
you guessed it....

...unfold everything. 
Next, make three straight
cuts, separating the bottom
squares from each other. 

Cut away 3/4 of the two 
middle squares, as shown

Now, pay attention, this is easy 
but unexpected: glue down the bottom 
flap and ��� ���� �� ��� �� the 
top flap.

Fold paper in half,
short edge to short 
edge, thus gluing 
top edge to the 
top tab.

Nudge opposite edges towards each other to form a
cube. Flip over. See the numeric labels in the drawing?
Apply glue only to flap #4 (really) then lay down flaps
in numeric order (square, triangle, triangle, then, last,
the square with tab & glue) to form the box’s base.

Flip over again
& press so base 
pieces  adhere 
to each other.

Heh heh...
here’s the 
tricky part. You’ll have to fuss with this.
Push in the diagonal folds (make them 
valley folds). Corner folds stay as mountain
folds. Twist and turn the diagonals in
and down until the box flattens. 

Top Element of Zhen Xian Bao. Video at 
           A box that twists up into a cube then flattens when twisted closed.
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TWIST 
BOX Except for the 1/4” flap, ALL FOLDS SHOULD BE SHARPENED BY FOLDING THEM BACK AND FORTH.
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